









ТНЕ STORY SO FAR... 


One by one Grant МсКау has seen the Dimensionauts fall victim to his broken creation, the Pillar. 
Grant's dream of interdimensional travel and discovery proved to be a nightmare, as each dimension 
daimed another victim... 

Security Chief Ward, left to die on a mudsoaked battlefield when Kadir refused to come to his aid... 

Sara, Grant's wife from another dimension, burned alive while sacrificing herself to save Grant's 
daughter Pia... 

Chandra, Kadir's assistant, possessed by malevolent gaseous lifeforms bent on interstellar domina- 
tion, disappeared into the void with a Pillar of her own... 

The Shaman, a wizened warrior who sought to destroy the Pillar, which he saw as inherently evil, shot 
down by Rebecca, Grant's onetime lover and co-creator of the Pillar... 

Now, Grant has decided to put an end to the trail of death, and to leave this plague-stricken world 
better than when his team found it. 

As he rockets into the sky to disperse the cure, Kadir is faced with a ghost from his past... who has 
come to deliver him to the sword. 

And around the broken Pillar huddle the remaining Dimensionauts, as it counts down to its final 
jump... 
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RR - Oh, sentient gas ghosts, we 
knew you’d show back up eventu- 
ally. 

And with that, the end of the first 
major story for our little book. 
The cracked Pillar didn’t seem 
entirely fixed when it was about 
to jump. That’s probably going to 
lead to some trouble... 

Let’s get to some letters! 

Неу Rick! 

I've been reading BLACK SCIENCE 
since issue 1 when a blog I like 
suggested it and I just really 
wanted to tell you that it has 
become one of my favorite series 
of all time along with Sandman 
and Batman. 

Just finished issue 15 and was 
upset about the Shaman being 
killed, but l'm sure it's important 
to the story. Characters seem to 
die a lot in this book so here is my 
question for you: do you ever kill 
off characters for the sake of 
killing them off to shock the 
readers? Or is it always well 
planned out with the story in 
mind? 

I'm not complaining at all and I 
love the book l'm just curious 
about your thought process here! 

Thanks, 

Jackson Hill 

RR - A character death has to 
reveal elements of other charac- 
ters or play some pivotal role in 
the overall plot. Issue by issue 
the Shaman had become less 
and less comfortable, and the 
more damage he could see the 
Pillar had done, the less willing 
he was to allow it to continue to 
spread what he believed to be 
evil. We've seen Rebecca kill 
before and this was an escalation 
of her secret obsession, so as 


she got closer to her ultimate 
goal of seeing her brother again 
no one was going to stop her. So 
the ending of issue 15 accom- 
plished a number of things. I try 
not to do anything simply for 
shock value. We have an outline 
worked out far in advance and 
everything that happens feeds 
into something else or pays out 
later on. 


Oh man, where do I even begin?! 
BLACK SCIENCE is what got me 
back into comics, plain and 
simple. As a kid I loved comics but 
then everything started getting 
very dark, gritty and far too 
depressing for me to епјоу 
апутоге, but then I found BLACK 
SCIENCE and I saw ту love of this 
art form reignite. What I love 
about it is how contemporary it is. 
We have the blood, sex, cursing 
and dynamic storytelling of this 
modern era but then BLACK 
SCIENCE also has awesome (and 
outrageous, in the best way possi- 
ble) stuff like a robot-powersuit 
wearing Native American medicine 
man throwing a flaming епегду 
power punch at an Inter-dimen- 
sional traveling machine while 
saying a badass ancient Native 
American proverb one liner as 
well. That's the good stuff, man! 
That's what it's all about! I've 
always felt comics need that bit of 
cartoonishness, and BLACK 
SCIENCE nailed it. 

Му question to you is -- 

When is Krolar gonna get a piece 
of the action?? I'm hoping he 
winds up being his dimensions 
version of Nate or something crazy 
like that- it's always the quiet ones 
уа’ know? 

I'd also just like to say I геаМу 
епјоу the pulpy-Sci-Fi feel of 
BLACK SCIENCE as well as the 
sci/fi dealing with parallel dimen- 


sions which are a very cool yet 
underused sub-genre!! 

Also, I have to say the art! The art! 
Oh ту God the art! One thing man 
-- more centerfolds. Please. This 
is the best art l've seen in a comic 
book period. Past or present. 

From a fan, 

Wes N 

RR - If you епјоу BLACK SCIENCE 
you should go purchase Fear 
Agent and Low, ту other two 
science fiction books. All three 
are sort of in the same family of 
books. As for Krolar, he's here for 
a reason. When we get to see his 
presence bear fruit is another 
question, but there is big fun stuff 
coming! The jump we saw on this 
issue was no normal jump. The 
Pillar was broken and strange 
days are coming. 


I know you've graced this topic a 
few times, but I want to clarify this 
once andforall. 

How possible would it be for the 
dimensionauts we know to build a 
new Pillar? We've seen other 
versions with portable Pillars that 
seem to function consistently and 
much better than the erratic jump- 
ing of BLACK SCIENCE s main plot 
driver does. Is this to suggest the 
other dimensions have better 
technology or are better scien- 
tists/engineers than our protago- 
nists? 

If Grant was stuck on a dimension 
for long enough, could he build a 
new one? If he started working on 
one could he bring it with him to 
continue working as they jump 
around the onion? What does the 
Pillar bring? Obviously it's not just 
humans since all their gear and 
supplies and things keep jumping 
with them, does that mean that 
dirt or sediment from the ground 
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Send comments, questions nnd distress signnls tn 
Remender@gmnil.cnm! Mnrk letters "OKto print". 


gets transported with them? 

Му final and most nagging of 
inquiries is will we ever see the 
Low crossover teased, however, 
many months ago? I'm very keen 
to see some Image crossovers. I 
know it’s part of what makes 
Image great that every creator 
isn't confined by having to fit into 
a bigger picture, but while l'm 
starving for new Low content l'd 
love to see even a hint at an 
expanded universe. 

Rook T. 

VVilliamson, NY, 

RR - All really good questions, 
Rook. And I bet you'll see some 
answers to them in coming 
issues. 

I'm constantly struggling with 
myself in regards to the cross- 
overs. Part of me thinks it hurts 
the integrity of the series but the 
other part of me thinks it would 
be incredibly fun. We'll see as 
things progress if a story comes 
to mind that demands a cross- 
over. But I like to think of these 
books as their own HBO style 
series, and can you imagine how 
disruptive it would be to the story 
if the Sopranos popped up in an 
episode of True Detective? But it 
would also be pretty great... 


Неу Rick, 

Obviously I love your comic. I 
wouldn't be writing to you after 
getting 14 issues deep into the 
series if I didn't, so I won't bore 
you with some inspirational story 
of how BLACK SCIENCE changed 
my life and made all my dreams 
come true. (It did.) Anyways, last 
time I logged onto the old 
FaceSpace, I was sad to see there 
wasn't апу BLACK SCIENCE page 
that I could like and proudly 
display my love for the series for 


all the interwebs to see. You or 
one of your henchmen should 
make a BLACK SCIENCE Facebook 
page, it'd be a great way for us 
loyal fanslaves to get news, 
discuss and spread awareness of 
your work. I'd like it. And on some 
layer of the Onion, you know that 
there's a Jesus with a Facebook 
account who would like it too. 

Eric P. 

RR - We’ve been so busy making 
the comic books, and making 
sure they are the best we can 
produce, we haven't had апу 
time to dedicate to merchandise. 
But that is changing as we are in 
talks right now to figure out how 
to make some sculptures, toys, 
and T-shirts. Hopefully we'll have 
news soon. Keep checking here. 


Dear Mr. Remender 

I just wanted to congratulate you 
on BLACK SCIENCE and the art of 
a well-made deception. I was sure 
that I was reading a science fiction 
action book full of stimulating 
pseudo-science and exciting levels 
of perfectly delivered violence... 
but now, I realize that l’ve been 
deceived, and the story is about 
being heroes, understanding 
humanity, family and love. 

What a beautiful deception you 
created l’m so glad I fell forit... ГН 
go call my parents. 

Thanks 

Carlos Lau 

RR - it's really nice to hear. 
Taking the slow road to build a 
character arc in comic books can 
sometimes mean it takes 13 or 
14 issues before you reach the 
payout. And in Grant’s case we 
had to show the ugliness before 
they could earn the beauty. Tell 


your parents I said hi. 


RR, 

Thank you, thank you, thank you! 
BLACK SCIENCE is one of the best 
comics l've ever read. Reminds 
me of a crazy night in Amster- 
dam... Totally badass! I was 
wondering if you guys were think- 
ing about merchandising. I would 
love a logo teel! Maybe a big 
poster? Ниггу up and take my 
топеу! 

Foaming atthe Mouth, 

Brandon K. Gartin 

RR - Merchandise is coming for 
sure. Thanks for writing in and 
for all the encouragement. Our 
monthly readers help us keep the 
book alive and we love уои, 
blemishes and all. 

Let's hear it for Matteo, Moreno, 
Rus, and Sebastian. I have failed 
to write scripts that come in at 
the appropriate page count this 
entire series. This issue almost 
went 30 pages long. That's a 
whole lot of extra work that these 
guys did because they believe 
that уои deserve the best we can 
produce. But it adds up to almost 
2 weeks of extra work from these 
guys and I personally am so 
grateful for their willingness to 
put in those hours so that we 
could tell the final chapter of this 
first story in grand style. 

See уои all in a couple of months 
after we catch up for issue 17. 
We're including the ink cover art 
for the issue to give уои a taste of 
what's to come. I can't wait. 

Rick 










TRANSMISSIONS FROM A BASEMENT 


It’s an unseasonably cold June morn- 
ing in Los Angeles as I drink my third 
cup of coffee and prepare for the 
self-inflicted anxiety attack. The 
caffeinated топкеу on ту back is 
another symptom of vvorking too 
much, for too тапу years. Му rocket 
fuel of choice propels me headlong 
into a frenzy of typing up fantasy and 
adventure and chicanery before drop- 
ping me down into the sad alleyways 
of the inevitable crash, low productivi- 
ty, and more boiling beige. 

Cutting back on ту јоигпеу to brown 
town is next on a long list of things 
that need to happen for ту sanity, but, 
and most importantly, cutting back on 
the reason that sweet brown horse is 
needed to pull me through the mud 
each day; too much work and not 
enough time with ту family as we go 
through some health issues. Leading 
me to today’s news. 

After eight years with the сотрапу, 
l’ve decided to take a break from ту 
work at Marvel Comics. I feel it an 
urgent necessity to focus on ту 
family and ту creator-owned endeav- 
ors. 

Marvel enabled me to provide for ту 
family as it grew, as ту two children 
appeared into the world, and for that I 
am indebted and eternally grateful. 
They offered me their biggest flagship 
titles, they paid me well, and allowed 
me to sleep knowing ту family could 
afford a doctor visit should one be 
needed, and this was not the case for 
most of ту adult life. 

Most of ту life was spent in self-im- 
posed abject poverty, quitting one 
lucrative job after another, to produce 
ту own creator-owned comics in a 
market that didn't seem to want such 
things. But that has changed. People 
want a wide variety of comics now. 


So, with уоиг support, Гт going to 
chase that dream down and eat his 
sweet, sweet brains. 

When I was 25, against the advice of 
everyone in ту life, I left ту first 
profitable job, then in animation, to do 
creator-owned comics. I wrote myself 
a letter to convince myself that, “the 
unknown road holds better treasure, 
and even if it doesn’t, уои have to be 
true toyourself, to live independent or 
die and see whatyou can do on уоиг 
own.” I reread that letter a few weeks 
ago and it helped soothe ту fears. If 
l'd stayed in that job, or апу of the 
in-house jobs l've left since it, l'd have 
never created the things that make me 
mostfulfilled in ту career. 

So, for the next уеаг, Гт only going to 
do work that the artists and I own. 
Putting ту ass on the line along with 
ту partners, and try for the dream 
one more time. To get back to doing 
what feeds my soul. To be around for 
my family during some trying times 
and spend my work hours making 
comics with the people I want to, the 
exact way we want to make them, and 
owning and controlling the fruits of 
our labor. 

I've dedicated my life to making 
comics. I love it. I'm not sure ГН ever 
be able to stop doing it. You fine 
people make that possible by invest- 
ing in the characters and stories we 
create. It sounds flat and insincere for 
some reason, but it's not. 

Thank уои for caring about these 
stories so I can keep collaborating 
with these amazing people to cook 
them up. 

Here’s to a уеаг of creator-owned 
comics, 

Rick 
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■ Collects issues 1-5 



“Like if the cast of Alien settled Deadvvood. 
Gorgeously executed stuff.” 

— Jason Latour, 

Southern Bastards, Spider-Gvven 


“A book you inhale, though it will likely burn 
your lungs. It’s a hard drink, but one that 
goes down oh-so-easy.” 

— Newsarama 


“Crazy good and super gorgeous sci fi.” 

— Jason Aaron, 

Southern Bastards, Thor 


“The type of science fiction that I can’t help 
but love... The characters intrigue and the 
visuals astonish.” 

— Multiversity Comics 
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